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Edge Hill: 
Warning or 
Encouragement 


IBERALS, socialists, com- 
munists, anarchists and 
pacifists have all conceived of a 
world wherein full human well- 
being can be achieved. Con- 
servatives would stoutly insist 
that they also aim at the social 
implementation of social virtues, 
but more realistically. 


Winston Churchill would affirm this 
as strongly as Anthony Eden, R. A. 
Butler or. Harold Macmillan, and 
repudiate evidence that powerful 
acquisitive interests, hypnotic tradi- 
tions and worldly cynicism are weighty 
elements in the composition of the 
Conservative party. Benjamin Dis- 
raeli receives homage because he is 
accepted as an appropriate incarna- 
tion of many esteemed Conservative 
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qualities; and his prototypes can be 
popular because they correspond to 
human reluctance to grow heavenly 
wings that may be seemly in church 
but, are disconcerting in the stock 
exchange, the market place and the 
dog-track, where only little flutters 
are customary. There is a recurrent 
disposition to reject idealistic milk 
and honey in favour of a more earthly 
brew, and urgent reformers fre- 
‘quently under-estimate - the harsh 
significance of this fact. 


A heartening victory 
yt is heartening, therefore, that 
Edgehill provided a Labour vic- 
tory, despite most unpropitious cir- 
cumstances. An absolute majority of 
nearly 1,000, and of nearly 2,000 over 
fhe Conservatives, is as remarkable 
as fhe 910 votes for the Liberal and 
the 154 for the ILP, out of 20,8139 
total votes cast is illuminating. 
America and Russia will note in this 
‘by-election that the bias of the two- 
thirds who voted was for the Labour 
policy. Whatever interpretation may 
‘be made there most foreign peoples 
will be impressed, while British 
citizens can translate the result as 
an encouragement or as a warning. 
The Daily Express described it as a 
“narrow squeak,’ although, no 
doubt, had the Conservatives won by 
half that maierity, it would have been 
hailed as the momentous roar of an 
awakening lion, or some _ similar 
hyperbole. 

On the other hand the full effect 
of austerity has yet to be felt, and 
Jater on this may double the number 
of defections (approximately 1,700 at 
Edgehill) and thus thaw out sufficient 
Labour electoral support to secure 
the first Labour defeat. Meanwhile, 
Conservatives continue their stil] in- 
effective liturgy with ardent American 
responses. 


Election psychology 


F the swallow of reaction at last 
arrives at a by-election it will 
not be because of profound in- 
tellectual conversion but because the 
previous emotional sustenance of a 
few hundreds or thousands has evap- 
orated. Apart from a_ minority, 
political allegiance is conditioned by 
emotional satisfaction or expectancy, 
impregnated in varying degree by a 
little political knowledge and ethical 
conviction. Elections provide oppor- 
(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


A NEW NATION? 


HUGH J. 


SCHONFIELD 


answers some questions from 


a Peace News 


R. HUGH SCHONFIELD 

lost no time in answer- 

ing my enquiries, when I visited 

his home in Highgate last week. 

I had come to learn about the 

Service Nation Movement, of 

which he is the _ principal 

sponsor. Methodically and 

quietly, he proceeded to sketch 
in the background. 

“The movement arose,’ he ex- 
plained, “ out of discussions held by 
the Golders Green PPU Groun during 
the war. All of us were ccuacerned 
with positive action for peace; and 
all of us were dissatisfied with the 
usual explanations put forward for 
the failure of the League of Nations 
—that it had no armed forces at its 
disposal, that governments’ were 
determined to side-track it, ete. We 
saw in these facts the symptoms of 
something deeper—that conflict of 
loyalties which Madariaga discerned 
in the personnel of the League, mem- 
bers of their own nations first and 
foremost, yet trying to behave inter- 
nationally. 

“There is no possibility of sub- 
mitting dispytes to a super-national 
authority, with any confidence in its 
impartiality, so long as its members 
themselves represent sovereign 
States. There are not even neutral 
countries nowadays, since. in the 
modern world every’ State is affected 
by every question—as the phenome- 
non of ‘ non-belligerency’ shows, and 
the fate of recent UNO Commissions. 


THE ONLY AUTHORITY 


“Yet nations are only accustomed 
to negotiating with nations. So we 
concluded that the only authority they 
might defer to would have itself to 
be a nation: but one beyond ail sus- 
picion of partiality, single-mindedly 
devoted to the welfare of humanity 
everywhere —a nation, therefore, 
having neither territory to defend nor 
armaments to fear. It ig this that 
we are trying to recruit, from the 
members of any State who are will- 
ing to renounce their allegiance t6 
that State and become naturalised 
citizens of the new one.” 

“Isn’t this rather a new religious 
order, comparable with the Society of 
Jesus?” 

“No, a nation: for it would appoint 
its own ambassadors, and possess its 
own consular office.” 

“And its own language—HEsper- 
anto, for example?” 

“Well, we do sometimes communi- 
cate with each other in Esperanto. 
But what matters is that there should 
be a body which has proved its con- 
cern for humanity, by its initiatives 
fin the field of service, and earned the 
trust of powers and peoples. And 
only a nation can set such an example 
to nations.” 


HIGHGATE PROPHETS 


I had heard the very phrase from 
the lips of _Martin, Buber, when he 
was expounding the vocation of 
Israel to a meeting in London lately; 
and my thoughts flew back to that 
other Jewish provhet of Highgate, 


Karl Marx. “It’s a  secularised 
Judaism you are preaching,” I 
observed. 

“Yes, it is—but a  secularised 


Christianity as well. The concept of 
the Holy Nation is common to both 
religions. But we advance no dog- 
matic claim. Citizenship, of the 
Service Nation will be open to mem- 
bers of any creed, race or class, pro- 
vided they are devoted to the good of 
mankind, including the free develop- 
ment of the personality.” 

I recalled that Mr. Schonfield is at 
this moment engaged upon a study 
of first-century Christianity. “ You 
would like to see a moral authority 
established in Europe, such as the 
Primitive Chureh grew to be. So 
would I. But how many people know 
what they really mean by ‘the free 
development of the personality?’ To 
define that correctly would land you 
in the realra of theology, and theology 


representative 


presupposes religious experience.” 

However, I had not come to argue, 
but to learn as much as I could in 
the short space of time at our dis- 
posal. ‘How many members have 
you so far?” I enquired. 


_ “Three hundred. We aim at hav- 
ing enough in five years’ time to be 
able to appoint a Constituent 


Assembly, and hope for recognition 
by Governments. As early as 1944 
we notified the heads of States of 
our intention—so all is open and 
above-board—and most of them ack- 
nowledged our communication. Two, 
those of Czechoslovakia and Mexico, 
were quite enthusiastic. Meanwhile, 
we are training ourselves for world- 
citizenship, trying to study world- 
affairs objectively; and we have 
already appointed one or two Com- 
missions to study particular prob- 
recommendations on 


lems: our 

Palestine were submitted to the 
Anglo-American Commission.” 

Mr. Schonfield himself has 


travelled widely, and is an authority 
upon Middle Eastern questions; he 
has lately composed the article on 
Suez for the Encyclopedia Britannica. 
I was interested to know what the 
Service Nation Movement’s recom- 
mendations had been. = 


PALESTINE 


“Many of the problems which per- 
plex those who investigate Palestine,” 
he. said, “arise from the fact that 
Palestine, as at present constituted, 
is a purely artificial creation of the 
1918 Peace Treaty. Its frontiers 
have no natural or historical justifi- 
eation, and half the problem is 
solved when they are no longer 
accepted as an unalterable premise. 

“We recommended that a Jewish 
State should be set up in the North 
of the area, embracing the Sea of 
Galilee and the whole of the upper 
Jordan Valley, part of which is at 
present located in Transjordan, but 
which could only be developed 
economically as a whole. This State 
could absorb from two to two-and-a- 
half million immigrants. At the same 
time, Transjordan should be extended 
to the South of it as far as the sea, 
thereby giving the Arabs not only an 
outlet to the Mediterranean, but a 
common frontier with Egypt, which 
would enable countries of the Arab 
League to develop their communica- 
tions far more thoroughly than at 
present. Thus both communities 
would be better off: and when justice 
is done to both, I know quite well, 
from my own observation, that Jews 
and Arabs can live perfectly happily 


THE RUSSIANS IN GERMANY 
—Ingeborg Woodcock 


COMMUNITY FROM WITHIN 
AND WITHOUT 
—Joe Watson & F. A. Lea 


together. There would be no need 
for compulsory ‘transfers of popula- 
tion, though Jerusalem ought to be 
internationalised.” 

Mr. Schonfield glanced at his 
watch, and J rose. As we went out, 
he told me he was standing as a 
Liberal candidate for the next elec- 
tion, and handed me some copies of 
The World Citizens, the bi-monthly 
journal of the Service Nation Move- 
ment (issued from 20 Buckingham 
Street, Strand, W.C.2, at 3s. 6d. per 
annum), which those who are in- 
terested in his ideas would do very 
well to procure. 


PRESS BOYCOTT OF 
ANTI-CONSCRIPTION 
MATERIAL 


NCC TO PROTEST 


VENHE No Conscription Council 
is to make representations 
to the Royal Commission on the 
Press regarding the general 
boycott imposed by the national 
Press on advertisements and 
reports of public meetings relat- 


ing to conscription. 


‘The secretary would welcume de- 
tailed information from anyone who 
ean supply him with illustrations of 
the refusal of their local press to 
publish anti-conscription material. 


INTERNATIONAL ABOLITION 


The NCC is, at the request of the 
U.S... National Counci] Against Con- 
scription, asking the Foreign Seere- 
tary to request, through UNO, im- 
mediate provisions for the inter- 
nationa] abolition of conscription. — 

At home the NCC’s campaign 
against military conscription is now 
particularly concerned with working 
for the repeal of the National Service 
Act and during the next few months 
it plang to organise a series of dele- 
gate conferences, in various parts of 
the country, with the object of stimu- 
lating interest in and support for its 
work. The secretary (6 Endsleigh 
St. W.C.1) will be glad to hear from 
anyone, anywhere, willing to assist 
in organising a conference in their 
district. 


“ALL IS. SAFELY GATHERED IN...” 


(Photo: Douglas Went Studios Ltd,). 


Members of the community and visitors join in the Harvest Supper 


during the Harvest Thanksgiving at Frating Hall. 


Other pictures 


accompany-articles by Joe Watson and F. A. Lea on page three. 
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POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Gt. Britain. Abroad. 
Three months... 4s, 4d. 3a. 10d. 
Sim montha — ......... 8a. 8d. Ta, Ta. 
Twelve montha ...... lée. 6d. 148. 40. 


Back to Sanity? 


ECENT comments in the 

Press have made it clear 
that there is a_ perceptible 
change in the attitude towards 
conscription. 


Organs of opinion that hailed 
conscription as a necessity are 
now beginning to demand severe 
cuts in the Armed Forces, and 
some have even gone so far as 
to recognise that the logical 
corollary is the abolition of this 
method of recruitment. The 
climax of this development was 
reached last Saturday when the 
Evening Standard, which had 
recently indicated that we could 
drop conscription “ without a 
sigh,” came out openly with the 
demand “Scrap Conscription!” 


In a leading article in that issue 
the writer pointed out that every 
word spoken by Sir Stafford Cripps 
was witness for the argument that 
the cuts in the Armed Forces must 
go to the bone, and declared that the 
best method of achieving this was by 
the abolition of ¢onscription in 
Britain. “There are now 1,500,000 
peonle either in the Armed Forces or 
making munitions for the Forces,” the 
article continues. “ Their pay buys 
goods while they themselves produce 
nothing, for with a population one 
third as large as that of the United 
States we are maintaining an Army 
of about equal size. For a nation in 
Britain’s situation this is madness.” 


The writer proceeds to enumerate 
four cogent reasons why “ the return 
to sanity must be by way of ending 
conscription "—the yearly deprivation 
of 200,000 young men who could be 
one of Britain’s richest sources of 
nroductive labour, the inefficiency and 
inadequacy of twelve months’ train- 
mg in traditional and outmoded 
means of warfare, the revolutionary 
effects of the atom bomb so that “a 
conscript army in the existing lines 
bears as little relation to the prob- 
lems either of peace or of war as the 
atom bomb does to the rifle,” and the 
probability that  Britain’s — mili- 
tary needs can be served by 
Regular Forces of long service men. 
The whole article would serve as an 
excellent piece of proparanda for the 
No Conscription Council who must be 
encouraged to find so powerful an 
organ of opinion doing their work 
for them! 


The significance of this remarkable 
article is not to be underestimated. 
It is clear that it is the expression 
of a deliberate and carefully thought 
out policy and that at least one in- 
fluential section of the Press js pre- 
pared to embark unon a .thorough- 
going campaign against conscription. 

It should serve as a challenze to 
us to rally our forces and redouble 
our efforts to remove conscription 
from the statute book. It is evident 
that the cause is by no means lost, 
and if we exert every nerve now we 
may yet succeed. If we do, it 
will mean that every year 200,000 
young men will not be trained to kill 
their fellows or be indoctrinated with 
the ideals of militarism at the most 
impressionable period of their lives. 


Above all, it will mean the re- 
moval of one of the biggest obstacles 
to the all-important task of building 
a veaceful world in which young men 
will not be compelled to make the 
fateful choice that conscription and 
war alike demand. ! 

K.W. 


THE RUSSIANS | 


IN GERMANY 


by INGEBORG WOODCOCK 


EXT to food, Russia is the 

dominant theme among 
Germans in the British zone of 
Germany. It is a topic which is 
touched upon every day by 
everybody, not excluding the 
British troops and_ civilians. 
Here in England it is hard to 
visualise how strongly the whole 
population feels the imminent 
and continual menace of this un- 
predictable neighbour. 


Day after day, thousands of people 
arrive in the British zone, having 
crossed the frontier illegally and tell 
their sad_ stories. It is estimated 
that between eighteen and twenty 
thousand cross every week. _ Many 
leave their native towns and villages, 
and only hope to return after the 
next war. which almost everybody 
hopes will be soon. For, they argue, 
if America and Britain give the 
Russians much longer, they will be 
so well prepared that it will be hard, 
if not impossible, for the Allies to 
beat them. 

Young men of all classes and from 
all zones, some of them maimed” or 
crippled, have assured me that they 
would be willing to join up with the 
British any day to fight against 
Russia. I tried to point out the 
futility of such action, but nothing 
would convince them. From their 
point of view, they can foresee the 
growth of a new Germany only after 
the Russians have been evicted. 

In fact, much as they dislike Brit- 
ish occupation, many Germans dread 
the day when the British will evacu- 
ate their zone, and leave Germany to 
its own resources, at the mercy of its 
ravacious Russian neighbour and con- 
aueror, 


Fear and subjugation 


What conditions are like within the 
Russian zone can be realised from the 
saying of all who come into the 
British zone: “It is like coming into 
a free country.” The fear and sub- 
jugation in which the population 
under the Russians live is hard to 
visualise. For instance, there is a 
law that of all agricultural produce, 
90 ner cent. must be handed over 
to the authorities. An estimate is 
made ai the beginning of the year, 
and this is not altered under any cir- 
cumstances. Thus, if a farmer has 
60 chickens, he is obliged to send 90 
per cent. of the eggs for this number 
of birds. Should some of his chickens 
get killed by a fox or stolen by a 
hungry neighbours, he still has to 
hand over the stipulated allocation of 
eggs each week for the rest of the 
year. Naturally, many small 
farmers or peasants cannot stand up 


“Stop being nice!” 

Tt am not worried that Rev. A. E. 
Swinton regards me as unworthy, or 
even cheap and nasty. He ought to 
see what some of my letters call me! 
I do, however, think that it is time 
the Church of England stopped try- 
ing to be “ quite nice.” . 


To “happen to be preaching ” on 
the Wings for Victory week was a 
fine opportunity of telling the Lord 
Lieutenant that not only bombing 
cities, but bombing at all, was of 
the Devil. Perhaps that would 
hardly have been “ quite nice.” 


I have fever thought that ALL 
Chaplains joined up because of the 
glamour of the uniform. I merely 
asked—quite nicely, I hope—how 
many of them would have joined up if 
the pay was a Private’s and the uni- 
form a battle-dress. 


I know that soldiers have souls. 
But is it the soul which the Armv 
authorities are so keen about. when 
they provide Chaplains? I had a 
camp of soldiers in my parish during 
the War and as soon as they arrived 
I visited them. and invited them to 
come in a body to Church. The 
Officer was keen, and arranged jt all— 
till something happened—the Ser- 


to these demands; in the beginning 
they may sell things and buy produce 
on the black market to make up their 
supply. But there arrives a time 
when they cannot stand any more 
losses and leave everything that can- 
not be carried on their backs to go 
on the run over the frontier. 

The percentage of produce to be 
handed over is so high hecause the 
entire Russian army and _ their 
families live on it, as well as the 
German town population. Unlike 
the British and Americans, who im- 
port their food from their respective 
countries, the Russians receive noth- 
ing from home. Each factory, each 
workshop, each farmer works almost 
entirely for the conquerors 


- Trade unions 


But to be able to work, all workers. 
whether manual! or intellectual. and 
even students, have to join the “ Free 
German Trade Union.” As evervbody 
points out, the only free thing about 
it is the name. 

There is so-called freedom of 
speech, but nobody dares t6 Voice his 
opinion if it does not happen to fall 
in line with Soviet ideas. If he does. 
a day or two later the secret political 
police call at his home, and he dis- 
appears either into a @oncentration 
camp (the Russians have kept up the 
former Nazi camps including Buchen- 
wald and they are filled to saturation 
point) or into the interior of Russia, 
where there are now hundreds of 
thousands of German slave workers. 
So most people prefer to keep their 
ideas to themselves. Any resolution 
which is adopted at a trade union 
meeting comes from above—once 
again it ig called a “free resolution.” 

Everybody is also obliged to sub- 
scribe to a national insurance. The 
contributions are extremely high—20 
per cent. of income, of which'10 per 
cent. is paid by employers and 10 per 
cent. by workers. In the case of 
miners, the employer has to pay 20 
per cent., but as nearly all the mines, 
as well as all heavy industry. are 
nationalised, this means merely a 
paper transaction in ‘Government 
offices, and usually, the only person 
who really pays is the worker. 

Theoretically there is also unem- 
ployment benefit in the Russian zone, 
but in fact the Trade Unions pay 
only if they are in agreement with 
the worker’s politics. It might be 
interesting to mention how strikes 
are organised in thig zone. For in- 
stance, a little while ago a civil ser- 
vant attempted to assassinate the 
Communist President of the Thurin- 
fian Parliament, Frohlich; this at- 
tempt was followed immediately by 
an ordex from the Russian authorities 
for a general strike, with protest 
demonstrations: these instructions 
had to be carried out rigorously, 


vice was cancelled and my Church 
was put out of bounds. When I 
questioned the Officer he said the 
Army authorities had written to say 
that at my Church we preached peace, 
which was not good for the “ morale” 
of the men. They were marched a 
mile to another Church where—l 


LETTERS. 


suppose—they did not preach Peace. 
I do not doubt that the Preacher at 
that Church, as he counted the 
Tommies for the shilling “capita” 
grant, preached “ quite nicely.” 

W. ROLAND JONES. 


Prospect House 
Denton, Mancheater. 


The pacifism of a bluff 


JHE phrase in your editorial “ Thi 

pacifism of the Russells, Roydens 

and Mumfords — the pacifism of a 
bluff,” calls for a protest. 

The suggestion that the defection 
of form:yr pacifists under the stress 
of war (which I regret as much as 
you do) indicates that their former 
pacifism was merely a bluff, is in bad 
taste, and im most cases not true. It 
is especially offensive in view of the 


THAT SURPLUS! 


MPHE present economic crisis differs 
from those of the past in one: 
important respect. Previously we 
were confronted with the spectre of 
unemployment and lack of money. 
Today it is shortage of goods and 
labour. Wages are probably higher 
than ever and show no signs of fall- 
ing, but there just aren't the goods 
to buy. What shall we do with the 
surplus? ; 
Surely there can be no better way of dis- 
Posing of it than hy using it to further 
the cause of peace and, if we are pacifists,. 
by ensuring that the one movement that 
embraces pacifists of every shade of opinion 
—the Peace Pledge Union—can carry on its 
work. Have you faced up to the alternative: 
if you don’t give this support? It will mean 
that there wil] no longer be in existence in. 
this country a body that will represent the 
pacifist view. Are you prepared to contem- 
plate that? If not, send your donation to: 


us today. 
MAUD ROWNTREE, 
Treasurer. 
Contributions to HQ Fund since Sept. 55 
£13 3s. Od. Year's total to date: £145 12s. 8d. 
Donations to the fund should be sent, marked 
“Headquarters Fund,” to the Treasurer at 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 
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whether the workers wanted to strike 
or not. On the other hand, strikes 
organised by the workers to voice 
their own grievances are forbidden. 

The economic recovery of the Rus- 
sian zone seems at present even 
more unlikely than that of the British 
or American zones. When every 
means of production is either taken 
from Germany or operated under 
Russian control, the outlook can be 
nothing but hopeless. Factories have 
been dismantled, whole trains, with 
thousands of carriages and locomo- 
tives, transported to the interior of 
Russia, double railway tracks have 
been abolished, one track being taken 
up and carried away. 


Nothing for inhabitants 


Apart from their scanty food, the 
inhabitants of the Russian zone re- 
ceive literally nothing from the indus- 
trial produce of their country; all the 
factories that are left produce con- 
sumer goods for Russians alone, and 
only the German Communists receive 
a few of the crumbs from the 
master’s table. 

On top of everything else, there is 
the fear of when Russia will strike. 
The former underground factories of 
the Nazis, built into the mountains, 
are all in use, and turn out rockets, 
flying bombs, tanks, ammunition in 
24-hour production. All the refugees 
from the Russian zone are convinced 
that Russia is making preparations 
for large scale war. 

Whether their fears are exagger- 
ated by too close proximity or by the 
desire for another war which they 
fee] might bring them some material 
benefit, it is hard to say. But cer- 
tainly, whatever the opinions they 
express, the evidence they bring. 
both of Communist tyranny and of 
Russian belligerence, is disquieting in 
the extreme. 

What is perhaps even more dis- 
quieting is the fact that, even after 
the colossal sufferings they have ex- 
perienced through the last war, the 
German people should be so crushed 
by their present miseries as to see 
even war as a possible improvement. 


record of Dr. Russell durimg the 
1914-18 war, a record all the more re- 
markable when it is remi:mbered that 
urlike some of us, he had no religious. 
faith to uphold him. 

KENNETH E. G. AKERS. 
73 Plum Lane 


London, S.E.18. 


THE LATEST PN PAMPHLET 
abel Lala ical 
**We have a choice” Says 


RITCHIE CALDER 


«We can pursue the present 
policy... or renounce finally any 
part in modern war” in 


‘WAR OF THE 
HEMISPHERES ” 


A graphic exposure of war’s 
latest horrors by a_ well-known 
scientific writer 


2d. (3d. post free) 
Quantities for free distributing 
at 1/2d. dozen. 
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JOE WATSON and F. A. LEA see 


COMMUNITY FROM WITHIN AND WITHOUT 


at Frating Hall’s Fifth Harvest Thanksgiving 


HARVEST THANKSGIVING 


E are all agreed on the need for unity, 
W especially in view of the impact of 
America and Russia on European Christian civilisa- 
tion, and those of us in communities sought a 
particular way of achieving the necessary unity. 

It seemed to us that however much was written 
on the subject of unity and whatever ideas were put 
forth in the attempt to begin something, we were 
forced to recognise that young people have had 
little or no experience of unity and that the only 
way in which it could be learned was by the ex- 
perience of it. Thus the great contradiction of 
modern life is that we look for a thing from people 
which they cannot express until they have 
experienced it, and cannot experience it until they 
have expressed it. 

The requirements of unity are inspiration, a 
passionate belief, and a capacity to endure. How 
to inspire and how to encourage passionate belief, 
and how to create the capacity to endure, is the 


into the... barn 


September 19, 1947, PEACE NEWS—3 


FRATING REVISITED 


WAS once told the story of a group of German 

refugees who set out to form a community on 
socialistic lines, in one of the Pacific islands. Their 
letters on arrival were ecstatic: everything was to 
hand that a body of idealists could desire. Yet 
after a time their correspondence dwindled, and 
when at last somebody paid a visit, only one sur- 
vivor was to be found, and he had gone mad. 

That, in a slightly*extreme form, is the history 
of most communities. Although, however, I have 
visited Frating Hall many times since it became 
the site of a co-operative farm, nearly five years 
ago, IT have not found this community getting any 
smaller; on the contrary, it seems to multiply and 
replenish the earth—the building team cannot keep 
pace with the cottages required for new families. 
Nor do the members seem any less sane than they 
were—rather the reverse. It is the news-hungry, 
pool-speculating, tube-packed .populace of London 
that always strikes me as something unbalanced, 
when, reluctantly, I rejoin it. 


particular task of any community or group of “We went 
people in the world today. 
The foregoing is the bare bones of Apa 


the aspiration which dominated_ the 
group of people who began at Frat- 
ing Hall five harvests ago. Our first 
Harvest Thanksgiving was merely a 
glorified supper, and rone ‘were 
happy about the form it took. After 
each harvest we promised ourselves 
that the next one would be more in 
keeping with our desires and experi- 
ences than the last. But each year 
finds us in such a hectic rush that 
we have little or no time to perfect 
the form we feel our thanksgiving 
should take. Yet in spite of this, we 
went into the decorated barn last 
week with a sense of fitness. 


A NEW CONTENTMENT 


The quarrels and bitterness, antag- 
onisms and corflicts, as well as the 
pleasure and joy which were part 


and parcel of our working together _ 


in growing corn and other crops, were 
lost in a2 new contentnient at having 
gathered in the earth’s yield. 

The choicest sheaves of wheat, bar- 
ley and oats had been selected for 
the barn decorations. Samples of 
grain,, offerings of fruit and vege- 
tables, with the harvest cake adding 
a final touch, were laid on the altar. 

But a harvest of the fruits of the 
a@arth is mot the lend of the year. 
Rather is it the garnered store to 
enable us to survive the winter and 
assure the spring sowings and neces- 
sary cultivations. The securing of the 
very staff of life has come to be re- 
garded as the result of a particular 
organisation or system of controls, 
but no man growing his own corn 
can escape the element of miracle in- 
herent in growth. 


MARVEL OF HARVESTING 


The sheer marvel of harvesting the 
first fruits of the year, whether it be 
corn or carrots, drives man to a level 
of thought which cannot be expectiad 
of materialism. It is when we touch 
the level which includes miracle and 
mystery that we experience unity. It 
is when a man has expenienced the 
relatedness betwaen himself and the 
growth of life that he is capable of 
a relatedness between hima2H und 
other men. 

The industrial world offers associ- 
ation, but the world wherein a man 
Pits himself against the elements in 
either land, sea or air, or the regions 
below the earth, compels men to some 
kind of communion, one with another. 
A collection of things made by the 
hands of men is a trade demon- 
stration, and not a thanksgiving. 

A community of men forged into 
unity by the mystery and miracle cf 
growth is another cause for thanks- 
giving. We feel it pardonable to 
take some pride in our achievements 
in unity. So we at Frating. Hall 
gave thanks for the fulness of this 
earth, and for the fulness of our 
hearts. .Harvest is more than thz 
fruits of the past, it fis the promise 
of the future. We accept the still- 
ness of winter not out of the weari- 
ness of autumn jabour, but because 
it is the gestation period prior to the 
birth of spring. 

The Christian idea that service is 

, perfect freedom, comes happily to 
those who labour on the land, for it 


. with a sense of fitness.” 


The thatched barn—a_ banqueting-hall 


and chapel on_ special 


occasions-#can be seen in the background. Below: The Rev. Hugh Davi- 
son receives an offering from Peter Watson and the Choir takes a rest; 


Joe and Doris Watson in the foreground. 


(Photos: Douglas Went Studios Lid.). 


is only service to the land which 
brings freedom from industrial sla- 
very. When a group of men ack- 
nowledge this, a space is created 
upon which a community can be es- 
tablished. So ,lovg as men turn into 
themselves, restive and wunhappy 
against the demands of their materi- 
al existence, so long -will there be 
disunity and disintegration, but when 
everything one touches is a natural 
flowering of a thing of beauty from 
the husk-bound seed, man also turns 
outwards, and is informed by the 
spirit to seek confirmation in some 
kind of flowering too, and this is 
what we really give thanks for, and 
We present our first fruits upon the 
altar in order to ask for a sanctifi- 
eation of the fruits of our labours. 
Our tribute to the mystery and mira- 
cle of growth is also a demand that 
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it be hallowed by the hand of God. 
No community can exist without an 
act of worship, and it is the task of 
every communion of souls to find the 
need to worship out of their particular 
experience. Contentious argument, 
however enjoyable, does nothing to 
bring men together, but any and 
every act of affirmation not only 
brings men together, but brings them 
also to a worshipping of God. At 
Frating Hall our experiences hava 
driven us to an understanding tof 
things, and an acceptance of the mys- 
tery which was not possible five 
geasons ago. We have come a long 
way ip those five seasons, and would 
be conceited, were it not that we are 
kept humble in the knowledge of just 
how much further we need to go. 


JOE WATSON. 


This is not meant to suggest that the forty-odd 


souls at Frating lead an insular, un- 
troubled existence. They have shared 
with every other farmer in Essex the 
reverses inflicted by last winter's ice 
and snow, and this summer’s pro- 
longed drought; they have endured, in 
addition, the thousand naturai shocks 
that flesh is heir. to when it sets out 
to establish a humaner relationship 
between persons than prevails in the ~ 
capitalist-socialist world. 


DISPELLING ILLUSIONS 

To administer such shocks is, in 
fact, the first function of an experi- 
mental community: to dispel the 
sickly illusion of the idealist that men 
have only to resolve on perfection in 
order to achieve it; the still more 
deadly, because more lively, illusion 
of the realist, that society can be 
made to suffer a sea-change by 
economic adjustments alone. Com- 
munity-living is a necessary form of 
shock-therapy, even though, as in the 
Pacific instance, the shocks have 
sometimes proved fatal. 

Yet Frating has survived—and not 
only survived, but grown. Possibly 
its growth is more apparent to an 
outsider than it is to the members 
themselves, who see as much of the 
teething’ as the teeth; but they too, 
when they pause and look back, as 
they did the weekend before last, have 
to admit that some ground has been 
covered.. That was the weekend of 
the Harvest Festival, on the Sunday 
following which the Rev. Hugh Davi- 
son of Doncaster opened a discussion 
on “the need for a new other-world- 
liness.” But the Festival itself had 
been a signpost. 


THE THEME CHANGES 


Two and three years ago, as Joe 
Watson mentions, the Harvest cele- 
brations were little more ‘than an 
occasion for merry-making. I re- 
member the barn, glorified with 
sheaves and a stupendous log-fire, a 
scene of eating, dancing, singing 
and games, in which neighbours and 
visitors joined whole-heartedly. Last 
year a change had come over things, 
Not that there was any less merry- 
making, but it was preceded by a 
simple, short ceremony: the children 
of the community laying fruits, 
vegetables, eggs and even a new-born 
calf_on the altar at one end, to be 
blessed. And this year the ceremony 
had blossomed into a Christian ser- 
vice, with hymns sung by the choir, 
(now a popular institution in the 
neighbourhood), and prayers con- 
ducted by Hugh Davison. The Har- 
vest Festival had become a Harvest 
Thanksgiving. 

The community would still not call 
itself a Christian community. Its 
doors are open to anyone willing to 
give his or her service to the farm; 
and no formal profession of belief is 
required of those accepted as per- 
manent members. Such a profession, 
Joe Watson believes, would only serve 
to exclude some who might subscribe 
to the spirit but not the letter, and 
include others who subscribed to the 
letter but not the spirit. Neverthe- 
less, it is obvious that a majority of 
the members are finding in Christian 
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From the other side of “The Iron Curtain” 


RUSSIA - THE BOGEY AGAIN 


N reading the European 
Press the ordinary man 

or woman, who has no time to 
ponder deeply about world 
politics, gets the impression 
that the only one country in the 
world which does not allow any 
appeasement, which is con- 
stantly trying to frustrate any 
efforts for settlement, is Russia 


Supposedly there is a wide gulf of 
an ideological nature between Social- 
ist Russia and all the other countries 
of the West, which makes an under- 
standing a very difficult matter, al- 
most impossible. It must be said 
here that both parties are acting. 
Russia is playing up the defender of 
the “ toiling masses,” and the Capit- 
alist West the championship of 
liberty and real democracy. 


Where are the obstacles? 


But is the difference in the social 
structure of Russia and the West an 
obstacle to co-operation ? That sys- 
tem in Russia has been in existence 
for thirty years, and only during the 
first six or seven years of their vic- 
tory in Russia have there been any 
symptoms of Russian Communist: 
intervention. Very soon thizy under- 
stood that Communism could not be 
introduced by force in the West, that 
the West must go its own way. Let 
us be reminded that th: Internation- 
al of Communists—‘ Komintern ” 
was wound up several years ago, 
and it was noted that before that 
time that the Komintern was mere- 
ly used by the Soviet Government as 
a tool in their foreign policy, modi- 
fying its activities according to ne 
eessity, 

As early as 1923 in Lausanne, the 
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——WILLIAM TYSZ 


a Polish member of the War 
Resisters’ International and 
teacher of languages at a War- 
saw school has recently been 
visiting this country. He is well- 
informed, speaking the Russian 
language fluently, and most 
anxious to do all he can _ per- 
sonally to secure a better under- 
standing of Russia. He is not a 
Communist but does want to help 
to break down the barriers be- 
tween East and West. 


cp a 


Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs 
met with the English Minister and 
others, at a round tabla, and there 
where never any intimations of an 
ideological front, or an impossibility 
of coming to an understanding with 
Russia. ‘ 

It is an old truth that in order to 
understand any social event, you 
must look back as far as the last 
three-hundred years. In a measure 
this 1s true in polities. Russia is in- 
flu2encing the Balkans, Poland and 
Czechoslovakia, and not because it 
is esseatial for her well-being, but 
only because the Russians want to 
bring to a solution the age-long 
strivings of their country towards the 
ice-free ports, and free movement 
out of the Black Sea thmough thie 
Straits, Dardamelles and Bosphorus: 
strivings which began more than two 
hundred years ago. , . 

But those in power now in Russia 
are quite different from th» gentle- 
men weaklings from the Court of the 
Tsar. 

They are preparing themselves, and 
an: preparing the country thorough- 
ly for the historic task. The liberty 
of the Church in Russia was granted 
to meet the demands of the faithful 
in the Balkass. It is well known 
that Russia is determined, should she 
not get access to the Straits, to build 
her own canal to the Mediterranean 
through Bulgarian territory. 


Cannot afford war 


Obviously Russia cannot afford a 
war now. But there wens two or 
three instances in the last century 
when Russia was iv. a simthar exhaust- 
ed condition, and still she did not 
shrink from a new war. Thera is 
one point in her favour at, present— 
the Party, the Communist Party, 
which forms a body organised. upon 
a militaristic discipline émbuied at the 
bottom with a deep Russian nation- 
aksm. The cards have changed, the 
“International gang,” as the Russian 
Communist Party was called in 1917 
became ‘thiz embodimertt of Russian 
patriotism. , 

Seventy years ago the Russian 
Dostoevsky complained that Russia 
Russia was blocked everywhere by 
the British. Today Russia again 
fiels encircled by the Anglo-Saxons. 
“ Anglitchanka gadit’—which means 
the English spoil everything every- 
where—this is a very popular saying 
in Russia, understood by all. 


observance and formule an-appropriate expression for the outlook 
they have arrived at, through the stress of experience. 

Significant of the same development may be the discarding of 
regular discussions, which used to be held every Sunday evening. 
After all, discussion that’ is not devoted to the clarification of 
experience, and the reaching of conclusions that are also starting- 
points for action, would be out of place in a group which is seeking 
the conditions of a live existence by the experimental method of trial 
Joe Watson’s own favourite thinkers—whom I make bold 
to say that he understands far better than many professional 
philosophers—are Berdyaev and Martin Buber. 

It is in gradual changes of this sort, rather than in the sudden 
rise, and sometimes equally sudden decline, of new enthusiasms and 
that the steady growth of a community becomes 
visible, to the occasional visitor at any rate—and I am writing as 
Such tree-like growth, nevertheless, lays a 
3 They have constantly to be on their 
guard, at once against impatience and complacency; to avoid prema- 
ture decisions, and let go of cherished ideas, in response to fresh 


and error. 


undertakings, 


an occasional visitor. 
heavy strain on its members. 


experience and opportunities. 


How much Frating owes to Joe’s own Laurencian repudiation of 
and Doris Watson’s 
approach to personal problems (“Go and talk about Forgiveness to 
the Temptations!”), I don’t know; but I do know that it is qualities 


abstract ideals, 


like these, “in commonalty spread,” 


a cell of sanity in a demented world, and a touchstone; therefore, 
by which we may judge our own diffused, and so often ineffective, 


efforts to build a peaceful, because 


All true lovers of peace, which 
means Radical Pacifists who are first 
of all concerned with their own 
country being a rock of peace and 
not of war, should keep in mind that 
peace ig impossible without justice. 
We are not here to approve every- 
thing our own precious governments 
are imposing upon us. 


There !s not a single country im 


the world whose government does 
not think in terms of war. That is 
why a true Pacifist will not support 
the foreign policy of his government. 
It smells of dirt and blood. 


Resigned to war 
Astonishingly, the pacifists I met 


in England lately were nisigned to a | 


world war No. 8. They seemed to 
think that it would be a very short 
one, since Russia is very weak, since 
a larg proportion of her population 
does not agree with the regime, and 
since the two Anglo-Saxon counritries 
can command anything at their dis- 
posal. Did Wilhelm II in 1914, and 
Hitler in 1939 not think likewise ? 
Are the rulers in England and 
America to repeat those fate- 
ful mistakes? A new war-will in- 
evitably lead to a Commumist revo- 
lution in the West. 

Radical revolutions occur when thiz 
common man \feels that his leading 
ciasses are incapable. A new, ter- 
rible war within the ma@mory of a 
single generation would prove fhe 
incompetence of the rulers of Anglo- 


The L.P.F. and foreign policy 


A FOREIGN policy that, it is sug- 

gested, will lead to a diminution 
of the usz of military power in the 
relations between mations is outlined 
in a statement which has recently 
been issued by the Labour Pacifist 
F:2}lowship. 

The statement declares that the 
LPF stand ultimately for a completely 
pacifist foreign policy, and that they 
would like the nation to declare that 
it will not use war as an instrument, 
and will therefore disarm, irrespect- 
ive of the action of other countries. 
It points out, however, that while the 
majority of the Labour Party, or of 
the people are’ without the pacifist 
faith and still want military “ de- 
fence,” there is little chance of such 
a policy being accepted. Beyond 
this, it advocates a policy which will 
lead to a situation where the pacifist 
solution will become more acceptable 
and suggests that this involves two 


FRATING REVISITED 


(continued from page three) 


approaches :— 


1 We can work for the establishment of a 

supra-national Government to which all 
nations yield up their individual military 
power. Given this national disarmament, 
the “ overwhelming power” to be reposed 
in it need not be great. We must admit, 
however, that the likelihood of such a 
solution is remote. 

2 Meanwhile, we must work for the diminu- 
tion of the use of military power in the 
relations between nations and the sub- 
stitution or enlargement of others form, 
of power. 


sympathetic and homely 
that have made this community 


reinvigorated, society. 
F. A. LEA. 


HIS DUTY ——_ 


* I MET one elderly Italian who 
told me that he had hidden 
four British prisoners on his farm 


outside Rome. I asked him 
whether he had been to this 
Allied Screening Commission. 


‘Of course not,’ he said. ‘ 


don’t want any reward. Anyway, 
after the Allies had liberated 
Rome, I hid three Germans in the 
same house.’ And he told me he 
thought it was his duty as a 
Christian to feed the hungry and 
clothe the naked and shelter the 
homeless, whatever their nation- 
ality.’” 

Christopher Serpell recorded 
this incident in a BBC broadcast 
of his experiences with the Allied 
Screening Commission in Italy. 
(The Listener, August 28). The 
Commission's task was to seek 
out Italians who had aided Brit- 
ish prisoners and reward them. 


America. The minor Russian pro- 
phet Mereshkowski said before he 
died abroad—“ When th2 West will 
cast itself upon Russia to put out 
the fire, the West will catch fire it- 
self.” . Russia is keeping the Bal- 
kans and some other countries ag a 
pawn. I have no doubt that she 
would leave them if the major issue 
were to be solved. 


. 


Peace News is open for the expression of 
all points of view relevant to  pacifiam. 
Artictes in it, whether signed or unsigned, 
do not necessarily represent the policy of the 
Peace Pledge Union, of which it ia the weekly 
organ. Nor does the acceptance of advertiae- 
menta imply any endosaement of, or PPU 
connexion with, the matter advertised, 


NO MILITARY ALLIANCES 


In current terms, this involves: 


1 Support for measures leading ta World 
Government, ether through UNO or by 
means of functional co-operation, or 
through Federation. The establishment 
of world law and a world force behind it. 


2 Refusal to support a military alliance 

either with USA or USSR, since mili- 
tary alliances are military power in its 
most dangerous form; the reduction of 
military forces overseas; the ahandon- 
ment of the Government's plan for con- 
scription. 


3 A continual effort hy our Government, 
through UNO, to secure the reduction 
and abolition of armament, and con- 
scription; the internationalisation of 
strategic points; the international con- 
trol of atomic energy; the establishment 
of a universal charter of Homan Rights! 


4 Energetic efforts to secure the economic 

unification of Europe, integrating a free 
democratic Germany, the door being kept 
open continually for Russian participa- 
tion. 


The economic, social and political develop- 
ment of the Colonies, leading to early 
self-government. 


6 Co-operation in the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation and other United Nations 
agencies compatible with the develop- 
ment of an economy planned inter- 
nationally for rising standarda of living. 


The drawing together of social democrats 
throughout the world, and action through 
our Trade Unions and the World Federa- 
tion of Trade Unions to further the 
above. 


The full text is available from the 
Hon. Secretary, W. R. Page, 127, 
Fellowes Road, N.W.3. 
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“Don’t you think the evil virus of 
mass production ig tending to creep 


into our community, Eric?” 
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Edited by ROGER PAGE 


America’s minorities 


N the normal course of events 

I should have written, in this 
issue, about J. B. Priestley’s 
“The Linden Tree” and the 
work of the London Mask Theatre 
by whom it is presented. Instead, 
I shall comment on a play and a film, 
each of which—the play deliberately, 
the film accidentally—has something 
to tell us about the way minorities 
are treated in the USA. According 
to one newspaper the play—which 
leaves Wyndham's Theatre on Sep- 
tember 27—-is in some danger of being 
taken off through inadequate support; 
I hope that readers of PN will help 
to prevent so regrettable an occurrence 
and that we shall learn that it has 
merely been transferred. 


This play, Deep Are the Roots, is a 
sincere and non-sensational com- 
ment on the Negro question. It 
centres gn a coloured U.S. lieutenant 
who, after distinguished service, re- 
turns to the negro-hating South. 
During his absence he has learnt to 
regard himself as a person in his own 
right, and by winning a medal and 
returning a hero he tends to be 
idolised by his fellow-negroes; and he 
is full of ideas about negro equality. 
The South is, of course, about the 
worst possible breeding-ground for 
notions of this kind, and trouble soon 
develops. By the Senator in whose 
house he lives he is framed on a theft 
charge (the article being a presenta- 
tion watch inscribed “ Honour Above 
All”), is brutally arrested and taken 
to gaol. 


A CRIME—IN THE SOUTH 


How deep are the roots of this 
problem we ‘see when Brett’s 
staunchest supporter—the Senator’s 


elder daughter—turns against him 
and in fact actually summons the 
sherriff; not so much because she now 
really believes him guilty of taking 
the watch as because she has come 
to believe he could be guilty of any- 
thing, for her own youngest sister 
and Brett the negro confess to having 
walked together in the woods the 
previous evening—in the South an 
unforgivable crime. In a flash Alice, 
the elder girl, has changed, and the 
long assumption of equality is seen to 
be only the patronising attitude of a 
superior to an inferior, a bounty to 
be awarded so long as the recipient 
behaves. 
In Brett’s mother, too, we see how 
deep are the roots; she is soaked in 
the tradition that black must be be- 
neath white and is shaken from this 
only when maternal love is outraged 
when Brett goes to prison. In the 
Senator also we see the depths of 
these roots; no doubt honourable in 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


most things, he thinks anything 
justified in dealing with a nigger. 

What finally happens I shall not 
tell you—for I hope you will see the 
play—and in a sense what happens 
to these people hardly matters. What 
is of importance is the things they 
say, and think and the younger 
daughter sums up much of it when 
she says that there are “(a whole lot 
of people round here ready to talk 
about human brotherhood, but when 
it comes right down to it, nobody does 
very much about it.” 


CLIVE BROOK’S DAUGHTER 


The play is exciting and stimulat- 
ing; is well acted; the veteran actor 
Allan Jeayes gives a performance of 
sultry and brooding power as_ the 
Senator, throwing nothing away and 
spoiling nothing (as could so easily 
be done) by over-acting or by playing 
the villain. As daughter Alice, Faith 
Brook—Clive Brook’s daughter—jus- 
tifies both her fathers, and uses her 
voice intelligently. Gordon Heath 
plays the negro Brett and gives the 
exact mixture of humility and pride, 
hesitancy and certainty. The younger 
daughter, Merrick the Northerner 
and the most. likeable of the whites, 
and Brett’s mother, make a fine trio, 
and the remaining parts are all well 
handled. 


The London theatre list shows 
little evidence of a concern for the 
problems of the day, other than those 
perpetual problems, love and adultery 
and crime. If you are connected with 
a group of people meeting regularly, 
make up a party, then discuss it at 
your subsequent meeting. 


A FEAST OF VIOLENCE 


So much for the play. The film 

has no particular concern with 
sincerity, a stray thought creeps in 
only here and there, and if I 
described it as  non-sensational I 
should be sued for libel. Its only real 
endeavour is to live up to its title— 
which is Brute Force. ‘It is a feast of 
violence, treachery, sadism and— 
brute force; I am deeply distressed to 
think that this film can be seen by 
children of any age accompanied by 
an adult. Why, then, is it referred 


to here? 
The answer is that it shows us 
part of America’s handling of 


another of her minorities, the prison 
population. In these matters com- 
parisons are pointless, and a prisoner 
in country A would never be much 
comforted if told that a prisoner in 
country B is treated much worse. 
Nevertheless—and I have taken my 
share in criticising the British prison 
system—it is encouraging to know 
that nothing at all like the main 
events in this film could possibly 
happen here, even though, conversely, 


it is discouraging to know that our 
prisoners are denied many of the 
opportunities and freedoms given to 
American prisoners. 


A STUDY IN SADISM 


The film has a quite remarkable 
study in sadism in the person of the 
Guard Captain who angles for the 
Wardenship, and enjoys that post for 
a few brief moments at the film’s 
climax. This is played brilliantly by 
an actor, Hume Cronyn, who is clearly 
marked out for stardom in this kind 
of role. If there is a hero—God help 
the children who see the film—it is 
the ruthless escape-plotter, who is a 
fellow of infinite jest. Among other 
trifles he fastens a double-crosser to 
a moving truck so that he will be 
machine-gunned by the guards, and 
he ends by throwing the sadist from 
the blazing control tower to the mob 
of prisoners below, who proceed to 
dance on his body. The only good 
characters are the warden, who is 
always weak, the doctor, who is 
always drunk, and a star prisoner 
who goes over to the rebels. There 
is a horrible scene when four 
prisoners with blazing blow-lamps 
attack a fifth prisoner; there are 
machine-guns, fires, bombs, smoke- 
bombs and other such pleasantries, 
and as a make-weight the sadist 
drives one prisoner to hang himself 
in the cell. I don’t know what this 
film cost in dollars, but I'd rather 
have that amount of Spam. 


“THE LIGHT OF HEART” 


HE North London Players’ latest 
production, Emlyn Williams’ 
“The Light of Heart,” is a bold ven- 
ture. Here is a play calling for sus- 
tained character acting; one which 
few amateur companies should under- 
take unless they have a producer who 
can give painstaking attention to de- 
tail, 


It was soon evident at the Wood Green 
performance that the North London Players 
not only had euch a producer but that, with 
the possible exception of Janet Parish as 
Cattrin, each member of the caste had got 
right into his or her part. The loud applause 
which interrupted the last act as Policeman 
Bevan, played by Arthur Ford, made hig exit 
was well deserved. 


At least one member of the audience re- 
gretted that this was the first of this com- 
pany's productions he had seen. Further per- 
formances are on Oct, 23 at Manor Park 
Methedist Church Hail, and on Nov. 6 and 7 
at Edmonton Town Hall. 

H.B. 
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World Union of 
Peace Organisations 


NOW FCRMALLY ESTABLISHED 


QOME sixty persons drawn from 
fifteen countries attended the 
second International Conference of 
Peace Workers—as it was called— 
held at St. Cergue, in Switzerland, 
Sept. 1 to 8. 

The Conference, which was organ- 
ised from Geneva as an activity of 
the World Union of Peace Organisa- 
tions in process of formation, re- 
viewed from an international stand- - 
point the tasks and responsibilities of 
the peace movement in the current 
world situation, and carried forward 
a significant stage the development 
of the World Union project which 
aims primarily at eo-ordinating the 
work of the peace movement inter- 
nationally. 

Addresses on various aspects of the 
general proble mfacing the Confer- 
ence were given by the Hon. N. Sinha. 
Head of the Dominion of India dele- 
gation to the F.A.O. Conference, Mrs. 
Craig McGeachy Schuller, formerly 
of the League of Nations Secretariat 
and of UNRRA, Dr. Max Habicht, 
mternational lawyer and _ leading 
Federalist, Dr. and Mrs. Robert 
Dexter of the World Federation of 
UNA, Mr. Devere Allen, Editor of 
the Worldover Press and leading 
U.S. pacifist, Mr. Karl Hirt of the 
Austrian Peace Society and others. 

SWISS RADIO CO-OPERATES 


On the final day the Conference 
met in Geneva for a public meeting 
broadcast by the Swiss radio and 
attended by representatives of the 
Swiss: Foreign Office and_ for 
a Reception given to the delegates by 
the Canton and City of Geneva. 

The WUPO, which is now likely to 
develop on independent lines in view 
of difficulties which have confronted 
the attempt to create the Union out 
of a reconstruction of the old-estab- 
lished International Peace Bureau 
was formally established during the 
course of the Conference. But its 
statutes will not come into force until 
a certain number of national or ine 
ternational peace organisations have 
signified their adhesion to the Union, 
and it is understood that the statutes 
and the general plan of the organisa- 
tion remain subject to confirmation or 
amendment, until the Summer of 
1948. A Provisional International 
Council has been established , and 
seven international Vice-Chairmen 
appointed. The Acting-Chairman of 
the International Council is Mr. 
Gerald Bailey, Director of the NPC. 


BOURNVILLE COCOA 


made by CADBURY_W 


LATEST TIME for copy: Monday 
before publication. 


TERMS: Cash with order, $d. per 
word, minimum 2s. 64. (Box. No. 6d. 
extra). Please don’t send stamps in 
payment, except for odd pence. 
Maximum length: 60 words. Address 
for Box No. replies: Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


When corresponding with PN about 
an advertisement, quote its  firat 
words, classification, and date. 


We reserve the right to hold over 
advertisements and to Jimit the fre. 
quency of continuing advertisements. 


MEETINGS, &c. 
CROYDON. “Save Europe Now." 
A “Save Europe Now” Croydon 
Week has been arranged for Sept. 
21-27, with many activities. includ- 
ing a great Public Meeting at the 
Civic Hall, Croydon, Sept. 25, 8 p.m. 
Spkr.: R. R. Stokes, M.P.; Chrmn.: 
The Mayor of Croydon. 


LONDON AREA CIRCLE. Sweden- 
borg Hall, Bloomsbury Way. W.C.1, 
Sat., Sept. 27, 3 p.m. ‘‘ The Changing 
Map of urope,” J. F. Horrabin. 
Chrmn.: Mollie Barlex. Admission to 
non-members Is. 6d. including tea. 


LONDON, W.C.1, 8 Endsleigh 
Gdns. Discussion lectures every Sun., 
7.30 p.m. Sept. 21: ‘ Anarchist 
Propaganda,” Eric Maple. Sept. 28: 
“Walt Whitman and Human Rela- 
tionships,” Paul Potts. London 
Anarchist Group. 

WEIGH HOUSE CHURCH. Duke 
St., W.1. Bond St. Tube. “The Gos- 
pel of Peace!” Sun. evenings at 
6.30. Social br. follows. 


CLASSIFIED 


ACCOMMODATION 


OFFICE ACCOMMODATION con- 
venient for City & West End, and 
with all services, available at reason- 
able rent. Apply Manager, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 


TO LET furn., double divan flat- 
let. Fine large room. Large kitchen 
bath, ete. Three minutes Earls Court 
Station. Box 767. 

SPEND YOUR Autumn or Christ- 
mas holiday in the Lake Diatrict! 
Special Xmas fare and _ festivities. 
Suitable acmdtn. for conference etc. 
Vegetarians catered for. Special 
terms for residente. Write for par- 
tics. to the Warden—Anne Horner, 
Iveing Cttge. YWCA Holiday and 
Conference House, Old, Lake Rd., 
Ambleside. 

DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re- 
form Vegetarian Guest House for 
happy holidays or restful recupera- 
tion; all madern comforts. A. and K. 
S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Mat- 
lock. (Station: Ambergate. Tel.: 
Ambergate 44). 

LAKE DISTRICT. “Beck Allana ” 
and “Rothay Bank,” Grasmere. 
Attractive Guest Houses for strenu- 
oua or restful holidays. Firat claas 
vegetarian diet. Dormitory accom- 
modation at special rates. Enquiries 
to: Isabe] James at Beck Allans. 
Tel.: Grasmere 129. ' 


EDUCATIONAL 


HESITANT SPEAKERS and 
writers specially helped. Lessana (cor- 
respondence or visit) 56. Dorothy 
Matthews, B.A. 32 Primrose Hill 
Road, London, N.W.3. PRimrose 5686. 


> 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MUSIC 


ACCORDIONS BOUGHT, sold and 
part exchanged. Good aelection latest 
models, all makes and geizes, Repairs, 
ete. Estd. 20 yrs. Simple easy terms. 
Freedman, 58 Vernon Rd., Bow, E.3. 
‘Phone: ADV. 2367. 


LAND & BUILDINGS 
LAND: ABOUT half acre with 
barn or outbldgs. and living acmdtn. 
in farming dist., any endtn. Rent or 
purchase, Dalrymple, 7% St. James’ 
Rd., Sutton, Surrey. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 

ONE PORTABLE electric & non- 
electric American Gen. Electrical 
Radio, fluctuating reception Light 
Programme West of England, per- 
fect all stationa rest of British Isles. 
Box 766. 

COUPON FREE Furnishing Fabric, 
dyed heasian, close weave width 40in., 
ideal for curtains, loose covers, bed- 


epreads, attractive shades Rust, 
Cherry, Lt. Green, Sky, Gold, Golden 
Brown, price 5s. 6d. yd., pstge &d. 
(Dept. 744), Celic & Co., Chestnut 
Ave., Bedford. 

WAR RESISTERS’ International 
wd. welcome gifta of foreign 


stampa for subsequent sale on behalf 
of W.R.I. funda, Any euch gifts 
received with gratitude. Pl. send tc 
the War Resisters’ International, 8&8 
Park Avenue, Bush Hil! Park, En- 
field. Middx. 

ENVELOPES, 5 x 6} (Large 
Court), good quality, suitable for 
cards. 27a. 6d. a thousand (not less 
than 500’s suppited). Write Peace 


REBILEX MUST buy typewritrs. 
iWe arrange advrtisements and pay 
good commissiona to any contacts in 
‘provinces who will forward replies. 
Full details from Rebilex Typewriter 
Co. Ltd., 561 London Road, Weatcliff 
on-Sea, Essex. 


WIRE NETTING, Camouflage, in 
25 yd. rolls, 6’ wide, 2" mesh, ex- 
Government etock, 27s. 6d. Barrage 


balloon fabric, eilver grey water- 
proof, approx. 9' x 5’, 20s. Batley 
and Co., Stockport, 
LITERATURE, &c. 
QUAKERISM. Information and 


Literature respecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends, free on application to the 
Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Frienda' House, Euston Rd., London. 


PERSONAL 


MALE, 32, wishes contact sincere 
lady with view to friendship. Box 763. 


PACIFIST (87) wishes to corres- 
pond with lady vegetarian. Interests: 
diet-reform, children, poetry. Box 762. 


UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY. Author 
offers writer acmdtn. Creative atmos- 
phere. Companionship, collaboration. 
(Stamp), Box 764. 


MR. ATTLEE—Sir, It’s damnable 
lying to say only food ia left to cut. 
You have just restored brewer's cuts 
and increased foodstuffs to distilleries. 
Lamb, 28 Meadow Close, Ruislip. 


ASTROLOGY.—A free Test Horo- 
scope. Helpful advice and guidance. 
Send Birthdate, stamped-addressed 
envelope. The Paycho-Succesa Insti- 
tute (A.28), 64 Aldermanbury, Lon- 


News, 3 Blacksteck Rd., London, N.4.'don, E.C.2. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


WANTED — RESIDENT domestica 
help. Iveing Cttge.-—YWCA Holiday 
and Conference House, Old Lake Rd., 
Ambleside, Apply Warden. 

TEACHER REQUD. to run private 
school in Bournemouth; hse. pro- 
vided. Box 765. 

DAIRY FARM. Situation offered, 
machine milking, hse. ar lodgings 
available nr. Friends Meeting oppor- 
tunity develop own interesta, bees, 
poultry; ducks, etc. Apply Rugman, 
Sulham. Berks. 

BAILIFF, MARRIED, wanted im- 
mediately for farm. Must be 
thoroughly experienced and have 
abilitye to manage. Details from 
Employment Section, cBCO, 6 
Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 

PPU HQ will be wanting a secre- 
tary for Signatoriea and Development 
Dept. in Oct. For further partica. 
apply Stuart Morris, Dick Sheppard 
House, 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


SITUATIONS and WORK WANTED 


FIRST CLASS duplicating: reporta, 
bulletins, memoranda, ete. Typewrit- 
ing. Mabel Eyles, 2 Aberdeen Park, 
Highbury, N.§. CANonbury 8862. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

INSURANCE IS now the best in- 
vestment. Accident and aickness 10s. 
yearly. Several house purchase 
schemes. No claims bonus on houee- 
hold policies. R. C. Horwood, Tur- 
vey, Bedford. 

A WORD to the ailing. Do nat 
despair. Start today. Send for two 
20-page booklets of encouraging life- 
conserving information about Garlle, 
which comeg nearer to a universal 
remedy than anything given by 
Nature for the use of man. Send 
stamps 5d. to Allysol Company, Fair- 
tight, Sussex, 
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Positive leadership is needed 


COMMENTARY CONTINUED 


tunity for the extension of the one 
and the nourishment of the other, 
although this can normally only be- 
come fruitful if there has been con- 
tinuous previous propaganda and 
education. Unless, that is, for good 
or ill, some new _— supervening: 
emotional flood occurs, Edgehill 
registers the decelerated continuum 
of the emotion that carried the 
Labour party into power; and to those 
who assess the enormous task of 
sustaining even a moderate suffusion 
of the mass mind with socially moral 
concepts it is an encouragement, but 
also a warning of the precariousness 
of this and of the obligations resting 
on those who perceive the constant 
danger. 


I trust this is not mere partisan 
bias obscuring deeper issues and that 
it possesses some degree of objective 
accuracy in the valuation, above all 
sympathetic criticism or disappoint- 
ment, of the Labour Government, as 
a symbolic signpost in the midst of 
a distracted world. Its fall would 
bring elation to all those who deride 
democratic values, and depression to 
those who seek to solve the problem 
ot synthesising the claims of personal 
liberty and = social security; and 
friend and foe alike would accept this 
as the contraction of hope in the 
social effectiveness of moral idealism. 


Disturbing challenges 
MINHE sombre speech of Sir Stafford 
Cripps -possessed clarity and 
candour in his endeavour to arouse 
the British neople into active accept- 
ance of the rigorous means by which 
a grave situation could be overcome. 
It might be that our 48,000,000 con- 
gested industrial population could 
accustom itself in time to a lower yet 
simpler standard of living. But even 


Palmers Green 4745. 
Resident Patients Accepted 


Reg. J. BAILEY 


Osteopath-Naturopath and 
Bates’ Practitioner 
aasiated by 


MARIAN E. BAILEY 
99 Arnos Grove, Southgate, N.14 
Consultation by Appointment 


ray Tn Te a ee en 


1OOK!THE WILD SWANS 


Juliette de Bairacli-Levy 
illustrations by Olga Lehmann 


Science, poetry and “‘ romany” 
knowledge of the countryside 
unite to make this a memorable 
novel in the tradition of Dickena 
and Tolstoy. It ia the lowering 
of the sacred art of medicine 
and the adoption of animal 
vivisection with which the 
nuthor is primarily concerned. 
This and a Welsh boys ‘ miracu. 
lous’ herbal medical. work 
provide the motif through which 
ia threaded a two-fold love story. 


THE C. W. DANIEL CO., LTD. 
Ashingdon, Rochford, Eusex. 


THE ROOT OF THE TROUBLE IN 
RHEUMATISM AND CATARRH 


is not reached by treatments which 
suppress the symptoms but leave the 
cause untouched. 


ALLYSOL 


contains Oil of Garlic—without the 
Garlic smell—and dissolves these ail- 
ments at their root. | Allysol garlic 
liquid, tablets and ointments are de- 
odorised in the sense that they impart 
no taint whatever to the breath or 
person. Investigate the impressive 
record of garlic with its history of 
6,000 years. Send stamps 2d. for 
20-page booklet of life-conserving 
information. 


Allysot Company, Fairlight, Sussex 


this could only be accomplished by 
the permanent sacrifice of present 
plans of social betterment and a pro- 
cess of psychological and economic 
readjustment that for an_ indefinite 
period would involve distraction and 
chaos. Without a drastic improve- 
ment in production and in exports 
this will, nevertheless, become  in- 
evitable. Whether we approve or 
disapprove of the fact, Britain's 
economy has depended, and for the 
immediate present still depends, 
implicitly upon her industrial capacity 
and her overseas trade. Had either 
universal free trade or a measure of 
world economic co-operation been 
operative, Britain could have adapted 
herself to inevitable changes with 
relative ease. Neither prevails, -and 
this provides another context for the 
due relationship of noble visions to 
myopic reality. Hence there exists a 
variegated series of disturbing 
challenges both to many powerful 
assumptions and to our tacit desire 
for consistency. 


How can we—? 


JRRIEFLY, glance at some illustra- 

tions of the divergent impact of 
this. There are the colonies, and the 
West African in particular: How 
can the logic of self-government be 
implemented and economic resources 
be swiftly developed to mutual ad- 
vantage, notwithstanding doubts re- 
garding political capacity? There is 
Palestine: How can be avoid further 
disastrous entanglement in the cumu- 
lative consequences of Jewish 
martyrdom and indignation and past 
strategic duplicity? There is the 
tragic Ubyss of the world-wayr battle- 
field: How can we ensure economic 
recovery and disperse repercussions 
of newly-bred nihilism during the 
morbid farce of victorious dissen- 
sions? There is Oil: How can we 
secure this essential commodity from 
overseas without the ruthless strate- 
gems of power-politics? There is 
our domestic insistence on “ Work or 
Want”: How can we guarantee the 
sick shall be nursed, the coal dug, the 
fields planted, the cloth woven or 
manufactured necessities be produced 
without some measure of what is 
euvhemistically described as “ direc- 
tion” if neither rewards nor appeals 
vrove adequate? There is military 
defence: How can we possibly afford 
thrice the forces of easier pre-war 
days if this involves bankruptcy and 
economic collapse? 


Forestalling dictatorship 


OQ wonder millions of ordinary 
people are bewildered or appre- 
hensive. Yet this gets 
us nowhere but into a _ neurotic 
whirlpool, in which we can become 
frantically eager to accept even dic- 
tatorship as the means of deliverance. 
To forestall that psychological peril 
we need not only a still more informed 
popular appreciation of why Britain 
is suffering economically from in- 
evitable world competitive changes 
greatly accentuated by two wars; but 
also that, whatever its failings, upon 
the strength, wisdom and success of 
the Labour Government depends the 
resurgence not only of a new Britain 
but also of a democratic Europe and 
the possibility of humanly dignified 
world peace. And this fundament- 
ally needs the acceptance of a social 
discipline inspired by the persistent, 
intelligent exposition of a Socialist 
faith in moral and spiritual values. 
Herein exists the functional necessity 
of more positive leadership that could 
warm the heart as well as impress the 
mind of the common man. 


Ten Years Ago 
From Peace News, Sept. 18, 1937 


Dr. H. R. L. Sheppard will be 
pacifist candidate in the Rectorial 
election at Glasgow University. 
Other candidates will be Mr. Win- 


ston Churchill (Unionist), Pro- 
fessor Mackneill Dickson (Scottish 
Nationalist), and Professor J. B. S. 
Haldane {Popular Front). 

* 


Democracy is good because, how- 
ever Obscurely and remotely, it 
rests on a reverence for the in- 
dWidual man. Let it deny that 
and it must perish. 

—John Middjeton Murry. 


OVERSEAS VISITORS AT 


PPU CONFERENCE 


R EPRESENTATIVES of several European nations working at a neigh- 
if : ay ~e : i 

bouring IVSP Camp and a dozen prisoners of war were among those 
who attended a week-end conference of the East Midlands Area of the PPU 


at Holton Beckering on August 30 and 31. 


THEIR 
TESTIMONY 


“y 7HILE internationa] war was 
going on abroad, Friends in 
some party of Ireland were ex- 
posed to all the terrors of the 
Rebellion of 1798, during which 
Friends were encouraged to 
destroy their sporting guns ‘to 
prevent their being made use 
of te the destruction of any of 
our fellow creatures, and more 
fully and clearly to support our 
peaceable and Christian testi- 
mony in these perilous times. 

“Quakers suffered in loss of pro- 
perty and personal possessions, 
but comparatively little from 
actual violence, and, in spite of 
many threats, it was believed 
that no Quaker house was 
burnt or otherwise destroyed. 

“So remarkable was their im- 
munity that Joseph Haughton 
noted that, after the rebellion, 
strangers passing the houses of 
Friends and seeing them pre- 
served with ruins on either 
hand, would frequently, without 
knowledge of the district, say 
they were Quaker _ houses. 
These houses were filled with 
refugees and wounded men, 
Protestant and Catholic, often 
with those of both parties at 
one time, and no threat from 
either side could induce a 
Quaker householder to with- 
draw his protection from these 
unfortunates. 

“The only Quaker to die was a 
young man who in panic threw 
in his lot with the soldiers and 
became a dispatch rider.” 


Quakers and Peace. 
Pacifist Research Bureau. 


Dr. Azikiwe to speak at 


Liverpool 

DF». AZIKIWE and other members 

of the delegation of the National 
Council of Nigeria and the Cameroons 
will address a meeting in Liverpool 
on Sunday, September 21 in the David 
Lewis Theatre, St. James’ Street. A 
meeting is also being addressed by 
the delegation in Birmingham on 
September 20. 


LET US SPEED UP 

Y REPATRIATION OF 
GERMAN 

© PRISONERS OF waR/ 


) 


Wilfred Wellock took the chair at 
the Saturday session and the speaker, 
Dick Cornwallis, described the ex- 
periment at Holton Beckering and 
gave details of the methods of con- 


| sultation and co-operation that took 


place between landlord and tenants. 
The social evening which followed 
included folk songs and folk dancing 


| by the visitors from overseas and an 


English barn dance when Wilfred 
insisted on all couples being of differ- 
ent nationality. 

Leonard Bird presided at the Sun- 
day sessions and at the first session 
Wilfred Wellock outlined the histori- 


| cal background of our present com- 


plex civilisation and also dealt with 


| such problems as America’s fear of 


a future world war and Britain’s 
attempt to carve out a sterling area 
after her transition from a creditor 


| to a debtor nation. 


THROUGH RUSSIAN EYES 


The second session was opened by 
Dr. Macredy, a local Communist, who 


| gave a view of the world through 


{ 


Russian eyes. He said that Russia 
saw dollars being made available for 
anti-communists and being chiefly 
spent on armies—as were the bulk of 
Britain’s. 

Wilfred Wellock dealt with the con- 
flict between the great nations and 
pointed out that Russia had used the 
veto only because she was in a 
minority, that all had used it already 
and America would probably use it if 
she were in Russia’s position. 

The recovery of spiritual values 
was more important than the stand- 
ard of living. Machinery must not 
produce cheap articles at the expense 
of human beings. 

Both speakers found a large mea- 
sure of common ground and questions 
and discussion concluded an enjoyable 
occasion. : 

L. B. 


CROYDON SEN WEEK 

Richard Stokes, M.P., who has just 
returned from Germany, will be the 
chief speaker at ao “Save Europe 
Now” meeting which is to be held at 
Croydon Civic Hall on Sept. 25 in 
connection with the Croydon Save 
Europe Now week. The Mayor of 
Croydon will take the chair. 


Words of Peace - No. 221 
REAL WORSHIP 


In reality there is only one means 
of worshipping God—it ia by the ful- 
filment of one’s duties, and be- 
haviour in accordance with the laws 
of reason. ~—Lichtenberg. 


GANDHI’S VEGETARIANISM 


H. S. L. Polak, a Tolstoyan vegetarian, was one 


of Gandhi’s closest friends in South Africa. 


His 


reminiscences of Gandhi's vegetarian experiments 


have been written specially for the Autumn 


issue of 


VEGETARIAN NEWS 


edited by Roy Walker 


7d, post free from 


LONDON VEGETARIAN 


SOCIETY 
9, Adam Street, Adelphi, W.C.2 
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